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tural changes would not be necessary for the conversion of
the workhouse accommodation into asylum accommodation,
and in which the acquisition of additional land would not
be needed. If it were found that some of the wholly
unoccupied workhouses could without delay be converted
into provincial asylums, and if arrangements were made
with other workhouses having a large amount of unoccupied
accommodation to receive lunatics under Section 9 of the
Act of 1875, the overcrowding of the district asylums would
receive a check, time would be given for maturing per-
manent arrangements, and the further erection of costly
additions to district asylums would be prevented.
Aug. 4th. 

_______________

PARIS.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Antipyrin in the Incontinence of Urine in Children.
MANY methods of treatment have been proposed and

employed in incontinence of urine in children-belladonna
and strychnine by Trousseau, electricity by Guyon,
bromides, certain mechanical procedures, &c. All, or nearly
all, of these have been attended with success at times, but
none is infallible-where one fails another remedy may
succeed. Antipyrin is now put forward by M. Gundez,
who claims for it a place amongst the best of remedies
in the therapeutics of this troublesome and common
affection. Out of thirty-seven cases treated by this
drug, nineteen were completely cured, fifteen much re-

lieved, and in three only did the remedy completely
fail. According to M. Gaudez, these results are much
superior to those of other therapeutic measures. He admi-
nisters it in wafers containing from seven to fifteen grains,
or in a mixture. This latter may have from twenty to sixty
grains, according to the age of the child, to be taken in
divided doses with two hours’interval. The time at which the
medicine should be given is of importance. Thus he found
that a child who took the last dose at 8 P.M. would not
micturate before 5 A.M. ; while if taken later, between
9 and 11 P.M., the incontinence was often entirely sup-
pressed, even in the second half of the night. In cases
where the antipyrin treatment was successful, the improve-
ment was manifest early; but it is advisable that it be kept
up for at least fifteen days in order to insure a cure. The
sensibility of children to the action of antipyrin is variable.
Some who are not affected by twenty or thirty grains are
cured by sixty grains. Sometimes the incontinence will
return, in which case the dose should be increased and the
drug long continued. Antipyrin is well borne by children
as a rule. In one of the cases cited there was some gastro-
intestinal disturbance of slight moment, and in another a
cutaneous eruption which soon subsided.

The Functions of the Trachea in Voice Production.
At a recent meeting of the Academy of Medicine,

M. Nicaise read a paper on the Functions of the Trachea in
Singing. It results from his researches that the trachea
plays an active r6le in the production of ordinary phonation
in singing. It is narrowed and shortened during inspiration,
while it is lengthened and dilated in expiration. During
simple phonation it is dilated; speech and singing are

impossible when the trachea is in a state of contraction.
It is not therefore an inert, but an elastic tube. During
inspiration the pressure of the air in it and in the bronchi is
negative, but during expiration it is positive, markedly so
in high notes with elevation of the larynx and dilatation of
the trachea. Over and above its function as the conducting
tube of the air, the trachea therefore serves in voice pro-
duction. The air is impelled towards the glottis by two
forces-the contraction of the expiratory muscles, which
are under the control of the will and susceptible
of a special education, and that of the bronchi and
trachea, which is involuntary. Harmony between these
two forces determines the perfection of the notes. Any
alteration in the structure of the trachea causes a modi-
fication in the intensity and timbre of the notes, such as
may be observed in old age, when the membranous portion
atrophies, becoming thin and flaccid. An abuse of function
amongst singers and street criers may also bring about
special alterations, such as persistent dilatation.

Danger of Gas in Trains.
MM. Brouardel, Socquet, and Vibert are of opinion that

several of the victims of the recent regrettable railway acci-
dent at Saint Mande were asphyxiated by the escape of the

coal gas which served to light the carriages, and it is very
properly pointed out that if the train were lighted by elec-
tricity the added horror of coal-gas suffocation might have
been spared the unfortunate people.

The Future of Medicine Threatened.
M. Levraud, himself, by the way, a medical man and Pre-

sident of the Municipal Council of Paris, has just received a.
cheque for 100,000 fr., or JE4000, from a Russian gentleman
resident in Paris. The cheque has been deposited by the
President in the municipal counting-house while awaitingthe decision of the Council as to the acceptance or refusal
thereof. The object of this Russian philanthropist is ts.
introduce a system of medical reform into the hospitals of
Paris, as a result of which, he considers, many lives will be
saved and much money economised. Should the reform prove
successful, the same generous donor undertakes to found
a hospital for the poor on the new system. The money
deposited is intended as a means for trying the experi-
ment in the hospital of Paris in which the greatest
mortality at present occurs. We are not told precisely
what the second " Novum Organon " is, but we are com-
forted by the assurance that it implies a reliance on the
remedies indicated by nature, and the eventual suppression
of doctors and medicinal drugs.

The Tuberculosis Congress. ‘

During the week ending August 1st there was held here
the second Congress on Tuberculosis, under the (presidency
of M. Villemin, who may be considered as the founder ow
the doctrine of the infectivity of tubercle.
Paris, Aug. 4th. 

___

BERLIN.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
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Unp1lblished Anatomical Works of Goethe.
IN looking through the " Goethe and Schiller Archive" in

Weimar Professor Karl Bardeleben of Jena has discovered
a series of hitherto unknown anatomical writings by the
poet Goethe. Dr. Bardeleben will report on his discoveries
in detail in the next volume of the "Goethe Annual"
(Goethe-Jahrbuch); meanwhile, however, he has written a
brief account of them for the "Anatomical Advertiser "
(Anatomische Anzeiger). The writings in question consist
of three manuscripts of considerable length and importance,
and a number of short notes. The first of the three is
the first draft of the famous essay on the intermaxillary
bone, of the year 1784, announcing Goethe’s discovery of the
said bone in man, the absence of which had hitherto been
regarded as one of the main marks which distinguish man
from the lower animals. Besides the text, Dr. Bardeleben
found a series of illustrative drawings (originally seventeen
in number) and a bundle of notes containing the not yet
published details of the relevant osteological conditions in
a large number of higher and lower mammalia. One of
the most interesting items of the discovery is the letter
in which Goethe announced his discovery to Soemmering,
who was just on the point of complying with a call to
Mayence. It runs thus :&mdash;" With the sincere wish that the
change of your abode may redound to your happiness, I send
you some attempts at osteological drawings stitched together
with a view to laying before you a little discovery which I
believe I have made. If, however, I should be mistaken
and tell you only something already known instead of a
novelty, as I believe, forgive me, for, though my occupations
do indeed permit me to cast a glance at nature and at the
books which teach us to know it, it is impossible, in my
position, to be accurately informed of what others have dis-
covered before us." Not less interesting is the letter in
which Loder of Jena, the only professional anatomist who
at once unreservedly recognised Goethe’s discovery, con-
gratulated him after reading the manuscript. "I returnyou," he writes, " the essay most kindly communicated to
me with the sincerest thanks. Its perusal has given me so
much pleasure, and your precision in anatomical descrip-
tion as well as your insight into the physiology of the past
have inspired me with so much admiration, that I quite
seriously regretted in my anatomical enthusiasm that you
are a minister and not a professor of anatomy. But you
will answer me, as the Emperor Leopold answered a musieian
who, after his Majesty had played him something on the
piano, threw his arms round his neck in ecstasy,
and regretted that he had not become a musician:


